
WESTMUNC 2015 INFORMATION 
 

What Is WestMUNC? 
 
WestMUNC is a model United Nations conference that has been held annually at Hastings High 
School for over 30 years. Since it was started by Bob Tucker over 30 years ago, it has become 
one of Hastings High School’s longest standing traditions. It’s a fun and enriching experience for 
students who want to learn about world relations and know what it’s like to solve world crises in 
the United Nations. 
 
Students who sign up to participate as delegates are placed in one of the following committees: 
General Assembly, World Health Organization, ECOFIN, or Security Council. Together with a 
partner, each student is assigned a country to represent in that committee. Each committee is 
given several relevant issues, and the delegates work to draft resolutions for these issues in the 
role of their countries. Each committee is moderated by two to three student chairs. 
 
Signup Information**: 
 
Sign up for delegates will be in the lobby at lunch the week of February 9th. There is a 
$20 fee that should be brought when students sign up. Any juniors or seniors interested in being 
a chair must hand in a chair application to Jon Berger, Elza Bouhassira, or Billie White by 
Thursday, February 9th. 
 
Details for WestMUNC 2015: 
 
WestMUNC 2015 is happening Friday, March 6th and Saturday, March 7th. The session on 
March 6th is from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM, with dinner provided. The session on March 7th is from 
10:00 AM to 5:00 PM with breakfast of bagels, international lunch, and snacks provided. 

 

 

SEE BELOW for WestMUNC TOPIC GUIDE!!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



General Assembly 

Internet Censorship 

The internet is an ever-growing resource of entertainment, information for people worldwide.  As 

the amount of users of the internet grows, so does the content, making it more difficult to manage 

every day. Since its invention, governments and people in power have questioned how the internet 

should be managed.  Although it provides many benefits, governments disagree on how the internet 

should be dealt with.  While some countries like Canada or Mexico have a laissez faire approach to 

the use of the internet in their countries, others such as Libya, Syria or Egypt not only censor the use 

of the internet by their citizens, but have shut it down altogether, and other governments of China 

and Russia are guilty of pervasive censorship, which may violate the UN’s belief that freedom of 

expression and opinion are a human right available to all.  Since the internet gains more users each 

day and is an unprecedented resource which should be accessible to all people worldwide, the UN 

must discuss standards for governments as they begin to censor or manage the use of the internet. 

Guiding questions 

How does your country use and monitor or restrict the internet? 

Does your government believe in freedom of speech? Does it extend to the internet? 

 

The Situation of Democracy and Human Rights in Haiti 

Haiti is a country currently struggling with issues regarding human rights and democracy. In 

2014, Haiti received a score of 19 in the Corruptions Percentage Index which assesses the level of 

political corruption in 174 countries across the world. Haiti was among the fifteen most politically 

corrupt countries out of those ranked on the list. Furthermore, the Haitian Government has not held 

elections for local officials or Senate members since 2011 due to instability between the three 

branches. Additionally, the last presidential election was called into question because of skepticism 

over the legitimacy of President Michel Martelly's victory. The Government has also been accused 

of murdering citizens and issuing brutality against protesters. Persecution of homosexuals and 

disabled people, as well as discrimination against women has also been an issue in the unstable 

country. It is important to note that Haiti is the poorest country in the Americas (69% of population 

is below the poverty line) and that the country experienced a devastating earthquake in 2010, as 

both these factors contribute to the political instability. 



Child Soldiers  

In the midst of an armed conflict, the children in war zones suffer traumas such as serious physical 

injuries, psychological trauma, death, loss of their homes, or loss of their family and 

parents.  Unfortunately, in these chaotic conditions, it is easier for children to be recruited as 

soldiers by governments and military groups.  Child soldiers are desirable because they are 

inexpensive to feed and clothe and are easier to manipulate and exploit than adults.  Children can 

fight on the front lines or serve as spies or messengers.  Although the UN has made some progress 

in the past on eliminating child soldiers, such as passing the adopting Resolution 1612 in 2005, 

which strongly condemns the recruitment of child soldiers and set up a method to monitor the use of 

child soldiers More action needs to be taken however, since there are still an estimated 200,000 to 

300,000 child soldiers worldwide in countries like Sri Lanka, Colombia, Myanmar, Sierra Leone, 

Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda and Sudan.  Many of these child soldiers are girls, who are 

forced to marry older soldiers.  The United Nations should discuss how to improve on the actions 

we are currently taking to save child soldiers, and work on preventing more children from being 

forced into the army in the future, because it is a horrendous violation of human rights. 

Guiding Questions    

What does your country think about child soldiers? 

What programs and services could be instituted to prevent the recruitment of child soldiers?  

 

Women’s Education and Gender Equality 

The education of women is essential for gender equality as it will gradually lead to the 

empowerment of women which in turn results in higher levels of productivity and reduces the rate 

of pregnancy. When women are educated, they become able to contribute to society, ultimately 

allowing for greater economic benefits. In many parts of the world, however, gender equity is 

unbalanced and women are repressed. In developing countries, approximately more than 42% of 

women are unable to attend school. Similarly, women are more likely to be illiterate than men. In 

addition, many Islamic terrorist groups, such as the Taliban and Boko Haram, have made an effort 

to limit the amount of women who have access to an education. Believing that women do not have 

right to an education past the age of eight, and should rather be married. The Taliban gained 

international attention when Malala Yousafzai, an avid supporter of women’s right to an education. 

In most societies, however, women’s education is restricted by their impoverishment and lack of 



access to schooling. The empowerment of women is thusly dependent on a woman’s education 

which ultimately contributes to gender equality. The UN must acknowledge that in order to increase 

economic benefit and to obtain gender equality, it must ensure the education of women.  

 

SOCHUM 

Women’s Rights in the Middle East 

Many countries in the Middle East have made enormous progress with women’s rights. In 

Jordan, for example, women can travel freely without permission from husbands or male relatives, 

can hold public posts, and pass nationality to their children even when married to a foreigner. Most 

countries of the Middle East however, have not given as many rights to women, and “honor 

killings” still happen. Countries such as Iraq, the United Arab Emirates, and Saudi Arabia, have 

women in government roles, but still have women treated unfairly by law, such as women still 

being unable to legally drive in Saudi Arabia. Additionally, there are the Al-Qaeda breakaway areas 

in Syria and religious institutions in Iraq that require women to cover themselves. This oppression 

of women is supported by the majority of the population of these countries, a resolution that does 

not affect national sovereignty while still being effective will be difficult to make. 

 

Child Brides 

Child brides, people under the age of 18 who are married, can lead to a life of deprivation 

and submission. This is a human rights violation and most often occurs in developing countries due 

to gender inequality and poverty. Internationally, 39,000 girls everyday are married before turning 

eighteen. In order to end this travesty, globally countries need to enforce the already present laws 

against child brides, raise the age of marriage to 18 everywhere, and further educate girls. Niger, the 

country with the highest infant mortality rate and maternal mortality rate, allows girls to legally be 

married at 15. Due to their culture and the fact that Niger is the fourth poorest country in the world 

75% of girls are married before reaching 18. Some international suggestions on how to lower the 

percentage of child marriages are to educate women, provide economic incentives for countries 

with younger legal ages for marriage, and raising awareness in the media. 

 

 

 



Internet Censorship 

 Internet censorship, the controlling or suppression of access, the ability to view, and/ or 

publish online, is becoming a major issue in the world’s increasingly technological age. Different 

countries have varying methods on how to handle this debate of censorship which ultimately 

becomes a question of freedom of speech. Over the course of the past two years, the United Nations 

has met various times to discuss global censorship and possibly implementing small taxes on certain 

internet activities which would allow the United Nations to at least be partially funded by taxes 

rather donations from countries. The United States Commerce Department in the last year has 

chosen to give over control of web addresses and domain names to the Internet Corporation for 

Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN). This has produced an assortment of responses since 

Russia and China, who both have strict censorship, may attempt to become more involved with 

internet policies since the United States is no longer in control. 

  

Living Conditions in the Gaza Strip 

Since the mid-20th century, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has caused heated dissension, which, in 

turn, has led to a humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip, a piece of land that is part of the Palestinian 

territory, according to the Oslo Agreements, but is still controlled by the government of Israel and is 

considered an occupied territory. In July of 2014, an Israeli air force strike killed seven Hamas 

militants in the Gaza strip. In response, the Hamas began launching rockets at Israel, resulting in a 

seven-week battle, which caused major damage to the Gaza Strip and killed at least 2,140 Gazans.  

 Today, the Gaza Strip is facing a humanitarian crisis. In 2011, it was reported that 38 

percent of Gazans live in poverty and 31 percent of workforce Gazans are unemployed. Because of 

the blockade by Israel, and the high population density (Gaza has the 13th highest growth rate in the 

world), Gaza has limited resources to construct facilities for economic growth. Because of this, 

most of the Gaza Strip administrative funding comes from outside aid. In addition, the Gaza Strip 

has a large food and water insecurity. In 2011, over 90 percent of water from the Gaza aquifer was 

undrinkable and 50-80 million liters of raw and partially treated sewage were dumped into the sea 

each day. Because of this, the Gaza Strip has a large sewage treatment and water-borne disease 

problem. There is also high dietary deficiency in Gaza; in 2012 it was found that 50 percent of 

children were anemic. All these humanitarian problems are heightened because of the blockade set 

by Israel, making it very difficult for Gazans to access items outside the Gaza Strip.  



 For this topic, consider what humanitarian steps could be taken to solve and help these 

problems.  

 

Sources:  

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gz.html 

http://montessori-mun.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/SOCHUM_HW-FORMAT_BG.pdf 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report_3973.pdf 

http://books.google.com/books?id=7rgHmpppZ-wC&pg=PA109#v=onepage& 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaza_Strip 

http://www.imemc.org/article/68969 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2014_Israel%E2%80%93Gaza_conflict 

 

SPECPOL 

UN Mission in South Sudan 

Peacekeeping troops are perhaps the most powerful tool that the United Nations possesses to 

encourage and maintain peace as it enables the United Nations to establish a physical presence in a 

conflict-ridden country thus being about to provide direct aid. Peacekeepers are often views as a 

more preferred option to the presence of a foreign military. As members of SPECPOL, delegates 

will be tasked with a review of the operations of peacekeepers in South Sudan, formally known as 

UNMISS (the United Nations Mission in the Republic of South Sudan) On July 9th of 2011, South 

Sudan achieved complete independence from the Sudanese government and almost immediately 

faced many economic and political because of the heavily dependent on oil. In late 2013, the 

country began a civil war making the job of the peacekeepers far more complex than expected. In 

any case, the need for support is severe; a UN study found widespread evidence of ethnic killings, 

murder of civilians, rape, and other systematic violations of South Sudanese human rights. 

According to the mission’s website, its original mandate was “to support the Government in peace 

consolidation and thereby fostering longer-term state building and economic development; assist the 

Government in exercising its responsibilities for conflict prevention, mitigation, and resolution and 

protect civilians; and help the authorities in developing capacity to provide security, establishing the 

rule of law, and strengthening the security and justice sectors in the country.” Essentially, UNMISS 

was initially tasked with helping the South Sudanese government maintain stability in its first years 



of independence however this task was complicated by the violence the country was experiencing at 

the time.  A pressing issues to consider includes the attacks on UNMISS forces as they have been 

subject to multiple violent acts. Attacks on peacekeeping forces are especially significant that 

attacks on militant forces as these peacekeepers are limited to using force only in cases of self-

defense. Another pressing matter is that of the protection of civilians including the safeguarding of 

children, Facilitating reconciliation between clashing ethnic groups and supporting the eventual 

return of internally displaced persons.  

Questions to Answer when Formulating Policy: 

1. How has your country voted on General Assembly and/or Security Council resolutions regarding 

South Sudan? 

2. How many troops does your country contribute to UNMISS? 

3. Has your country participated in any mediation efforts during the current conflict? Council 

resolutions regarding South Sudan? 

Questions to Consider in a Resolution: 

1. Is UNMISS necessary to maintain stability in South Sudan? Should troop levels and/or funding 

be increased/decreased? 

2. Should UNMISS take any new actions, humanitarian or military, to better the wellbeing of the 

South Sudanese people? 

3. In what ways should member states, UN subsidiaries, NGOs, and other interested parties interact 

with UNMISS to provide aid to South Sudanese citizens? 

4. How can UNMISS help improve the relationship of South Sudan with Sudan? 

5. To what extent should UNMISS support the ruling South Sudanese government? 

6. What should the timeline be for the withdrawal of UN peacekeeping troops from South Sudan? 

7. How can the safety of UNMISS peacekeepers be ensured? 

8. What specific new activities should UNMISS carry out in order to fulfill its mandate? 

Sources Consulted (feel free to use these in your research): 

•http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/southsudan/overview  

•http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/south-‐sudans-‐  

http://www.foxnews.com/world/2014/09/30/south-‐sudan-‐warring-‐factions-‐agree-‐to-‐set-‐up-‐

transitional-‐federal-‐government/  

•http://www.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/africa/07/14/south.sudan.un/  



 

Mine Action  

According to the International Mine Action Standards (IMAS), mine action is defined as any 

“activity which aims to reduce the social, economic, and environmental impact of mines, and 

exploded remnants of war (ERW) including unexploded sub-munitions.” In essence, mine action is 

the policies taken by member states, the United Nations along with other international organizations 

in order to remove mines and furthermore mollify the harmful impacts of mines on the health, 

economic wellbeing, and overall quality of life of those affected. As members of SPECPOL, 

delegates will strive to create and pass a resolution that will appropriately address this pressing 

issue. The guiding factor of the United Nations mine action policy is the United Nations Mine 

Action Service (UNMAS). UNMAS, established in 1997 by the General Assembly, serve as the 

focal point of UN mine action. Meaning its job is to organize the numerous discrete mine action 

programs being carried out by the UN’s many affiliates. UNMAS categorizes its mine action 

activities into five main “pillars” or categories: Clearance, Mine Risk Education, Victim Assistance, 

Stockpile Destruction, and Economic Impact. 

Questions to Answer when Identifying Country Policy:  

1. Are land mines prevalent in your country? a. If so, what actions has your country taken to address 

them? B. If not, has your country provided any type of international support for mine action?  

2. Has your country acceded to the Mine Ban Treaty and other international agreements pertaining 

to mine action? Why/why not?  

Questions to Consider in a Resolution:  

1. Should universal ratification of the Mine Ban Treaty be encouraged? Should any changes be 

made?  

2. How should national mine action capabilities be developed?  

3. From where can funding for mine action be secured, on a national and international basis?  

4. What resources can the UN and member states provide for the victims of land mines?  

5. What aid should be provided to countries that are economically affected by land mines?  

6. Are there any new technologies that should be promoted in mine action pursuits?  

7. How should the UN respond to the use of land mines by non-state actors?  

Sources Consulted (feel free to use these in your research as well):  

• http://www.mineaction.org/unmas    



• http://www.un.org/Depts/mine/ UNDocs/ban_trty.htmSPECPOL PMUNC 2014 11   

• http://www.who.int/bulletin/volu mes/81/9/Walsh.pdf   

• http://www.clusterconvention.org   

• http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa /8388822.stm   

•http://www.mineactionstandards.org/fileadmin/MAS/documents/imas-

internationalstandards/english/series- 04/IMAS-04-10-Ed2-Am6.pdf  

• http://www.mineaction.org/sites/ default/files/publications/mine_ac tion_strategy_mar15.pdf   

• http://www.genevacall.orgSP  

Establishing Property Rights in Outer Space and Territorial Sovereignty  

Ever since humans sent man into space, it has been made clear that an international power 

struggle will be seen in the near future. International tension has been provoked because of satellites 

for military use as well as the possibility of strategic extraterrestrial property. As of right now the 

fundamental provisions of space law represent the 1967 Outer Space Treaty (OST)—the most 

important provision being the prohibition of any claims of national sovereignty on the Moon and 

other planets. However, there has not been a common international law established that explains the 

establishment of national sovereignty in the rest of outer space. The committee of SPECPOL must 

strive to a) resolve the establishment of sovereignty rights of nations in outer space and b) debate 

whether or not another space law should be developed with regards to the possible usage of that 

property.  

Exploiting Migrant Workers in Southeast Asia and China  

Southeast Asia and China are the world’s most economically dynamic region. The workers 

that move there for seasonal work, migrant workers, have a very large developmental contribution 

to the region’s economy.  In recent years the number of foreign workers, mostly female, has 

increased drastically, with residents from Hong Kong, China, Indonesia, Thailand and Cambodia 

providing millions in human labor. In many countries, many migrants become involved in the labor 

market by taking jobs that nationals do not want or cannot fill. Because of this, many workers have 

been subject to human rights exploitations and the working conditions for low-skilled migrants have 

revealed indicators of abuse. Given this situation, the SPECPOL committee must discover a 

solution to fight the growing exploitation of human resources and protect the human rights of 

migrant workers between international borders in this region.    

 



ECOFIN 
Competitive Currency Devaluation 

Recently, while facing economic hardships, countries have looked to devalue their currency. 

This can lead to something known as a currency war, in which nations across the world attempt to 

achieve a low exchange rate for their currencies in order to gain a competitive advantage. 

Advantages of having a low exchange rate include: exports from increase—since goods are cheap—

stimulating domestic industry and employment. However, the downside of this is that the price of 

imports increases tremendously, lowering the standard of living in affected countries. There are 

several ways that a government can devalue a country’s currency, with the most common being 

quantitative easing: governments print money and pump it into their economies. Devaluation can 

both help and harm citizens because on the one hand their money is worth less, inflation can 

increase, and foreign debts are harder to payback, but on the other hand devaluation can help 

improve countries with struggling economies. Several countries and institutions have already 

implemented currency devaluation including the world’s most powerful banks—the Fed, the ECB, 

the people’s bank of China, and the Bank of Japan. The United States and China may seem to be 

taking a lead in the “currency war” since their monetary exchange rates stay low while increasing 

that of other countries. 

Research Questions to Consider: 

1)    Is competitive currency devaluation beneficial or harmful to your country’s internal economy 

and international trade? 

2)    Should the European Union devalue the Euro and how does this affect other countries’ 

economies? 

3)    Should currency devaluation be prevented or promoted?    

Sustainable Development and Trade 

ECOFIN is responsible for regulating the national economy and as today’s world is 

developing faster than anticipated it is time for ECOFIN to get together in order to consider how to 

keep up.  This goal is to find the best solution to improve the nation’s trading capacity and ensuring 

that the solution is sustainable and can be maintained by all countries.  In doing research please 

consider in what ways trading important to your country and the best way for the country you 

represent to reach its peak economy.  In creating your position paper and fostering discussion please 

include the impacts to the global commons (ocean and atmosphere) as well as each individual 



economy in the long term.  It is important for developing blocks to consider if they would look to be 

entitled to the same privileges as the developed countries that have been unhampered by 

international regulations and ridicule.   

Improving international Credit  

ECOFIN is responsible for regulating and improving the functioning of international credit 

markets.  Together the delegates will work to find a method that minimizes controversy in 

international lending markets, maximize the effectiveness of bonds, and improve securities in 

improving national economies in order to ensure stability.  This will induce international confidence 

and lead to an increase in global investment.  While researching your country, look back to recent 

financial crises affecting the U.S. a European Union as this will allow delegates an opportunity to 

see how similar issues are being handled.  When coming together in debate and creating a working 

paper focus should be on international credit, international economic institutes, and systems for 

recovering from our economic crisis.  The credit market regulations and reforms put forth when 

delegates meet will promote international growth.   

 

Security Council 

Genocide, War Crimes, Crimes against Humanity, and Ethnic Cleansing 

According to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, 

genocide is defined as the “intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or 

religious group” by either: (a) Killing members of the group; (b) Causing serious bodily or mental 

harm to members of the group; (c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated 

to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part; (d) Imposing measures intended to 

prevent births within the group; (e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another 

group.  The Convention also stated that the crime of genocide could occur during a war and also 

during a time of peace (meaning outside of war). The issue of genocide is important because there is 

no nation in the world where all of its citizens are identical in race, ethnicity, religion, culture, etc. 

Genocide stems out of differences in identity between groups, but also, and most importantly comes 

from how those differences affect one’s access to various socio-economic aspects of life such as: 

power, employment, wealth, resources, citizenship, and even fundamental rights and 

freedoms.  This is why genocide is such a universal problem that any group can fall victim to.  

 



Trouble in the Gaza Strip  

 The Israeli offensive on Hamas in the Gaza Strip on 27 December, 2008 ended on January 

17, 2009 when both Hamas and Israel announced separate ceasefires, which have turned out to be 

quite fragile (attacks started the day after, for example).  

The 3-week offensive claimed some 1,300 Palestinian lives mostly civilian, 400 of which were 

children. Another 5,000 were injured including some 1,800 children and 800 women. 13 Israelis (3 

civilians) were also killed. 

The offensive left much of Gaza in ruins. The aftermath also saw a humanitarian crisis with tens of 

thousands left homeless and hundreds of thousands without water. 

The conventional, mainstream, version of events is roughly this: 

 Hamas started firing rockets into Israel after ending a ceasefire with Israel. 

 Israel felt it had no choice but to defend itself. In doing so, it decided to teach Hamas a 

very harsh lesson and go in hard. 

 But the offensive resulted in many civilian casualties because Hamas was operating in 

the densely populated Gaza strip. 

 The “international community” (usually the West), while supporting Israel’s overall 

objective, was appalled by the civilian casualties and put pressure on Israel to prevent 

or reduce the civilian toll and humanitarian crisis. 

 

Currently: 

Israel has been criticized by the United Nations and other world leaders for bombing a U.N.-

sponsored school sheltering civilians in Gaza. The United States has condemned the shelling of the 

school, but added that there were weapons being kept there. 

This week, the IDF called up 16,000 additional reservists to join some 65,000 that were already 

fighting, a sign that the mission could be expanded further. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

said that Israel will not stop the operation in Gaza until all of the tunnels constructed by Hamas 

leading from Gaza to Israel have been destroyed. 

The U.N. has said a quarter of Gaza’s population is displaced, with 225,178 Palestinians in 86 U.N. 

shelters. 

 

 



 

The Syrian Situation 

Recently, Syria has been stricken by a civil war that is proving deadly and challenging for its 

civilians. During the Arab Spring in 2011, rebel forces rose against the government led by President 

Bashar al-Assad. Conversely, al-Assad refers to these rebels as terrorists, refusing to step down out 

of desire to keep the current government strong. 

 The UN General Assembly and UNSC have passed multiple resolutions that have 

condemned any and all violence throughout Syria but have seen no progress on decreasing the 

violence. Now, as time has passed we see the conflict spilling across Syria’s borders, as Turkey has 

become a main facet of the conflict, housing thousands of Syrian refugees. The international 

community has called for the resignation of al-Assad and fear that the conflict could escalate further 

into a greater international problem.  

 Syria gained independence from France in 1946, which ruled the area after the fall of the 

Ottoman Empire, and during its first few decades as a sovereign state, faces multiple military coups. 

Al-Assad is head of Syria and was re-elected for his second term in 2007. A majority of Syria is 

ethnically Arab, but features a significant portion of both Kurds and Armenians. 74% of the Syrian 

population practices Sunni Islam while 16% practice Shi’a. The other 10% are mostly Christian 

with a very small population of Jewish people around majority cities. In terms of population, Syria 

is the 52nd most populous state with approximately 22.5 million people with 1.2 million being 

internally displaced and 600,000 being refugees (mostly Palestinian).    An area 

of serious contention for Syria exists in regards to the Golan Heights region. After losing this 

territory to Israel in 1967, there has been no resolution to determine a formal boundary between 

Israel and Syria, making borders very ambiguous. Due to this conflict, Syria was in a state of 

emergency from 1963 to 2011, which has caused many basic constitutional rights to be overlooked. 

While this state of emergency has ended, the United States still sees the government as 

authoritarian. The last democratic election was held during this time and many contesting political 

parties (e.g. the parties of the Kurdish population) were considered illegal.  

Another main crisis before 2011 came with the Hama Massacre of 1982. During his reign, 

Hafez al-Assad battled a national military insurgency known as the Syrian Muslim Brotherhood for 

their massacre of 20 key members of the Ba’ath party. A leader of the Syrian Muslim Brotherhood, 

Ibrahim Youssef, described the attack as a protest of the discriminatory government that favors 



Alawite Shi’a Muslims instead of the Sunni majority. The Syrian military would later quell the 

Muslim Brotherhood killing anywhere between 10,000 and 40,000 people (mostly civilians) in the 

process. The events of this massacre are relevant to the present situation, as a failure to favor the 

majority Sunni population is also a major cause of the current Syrian Civil War.  

To unite against the Ba’ath, the Syrian National Council was established in October 2011 to 

unite all opposition groups to respond as one front to the current regime. Despite their attempts to 

remain peaceful, protests have become violent. In 2013, leader of the Syrian National Council, 

Ahmed Moaz al-Khatib agreed to meet with the Syrian Vice President, Faruq al-Sharaa. In 2012, 

the United States, United Kingdom, Turkey, and many other nations in the Gulf region have 

recognized this body as the most legitimate representation of the people and a key step in the 

transition to a post-Assad regime. 

In 2011, Syria entered poor standing with the Arab League and was suspended for failing to 

abide by and support the Arab peace plan. The Arab League later sanctioned Syria. All Arab 

League states were encouraged to have their ambassadors removed from the state and began to 

work with those who opposed the government to begin a process of democratization in Syria. To try 

to reach better standing, Syria admitted the Arab League to monitor the peace plan but increasing 

violence posed a major threat and cooperation ended in January 2012.     

Alongside the crises Syria faces as a state, Syria also faces the threat of the Islamic State of 

Iraq and the Levant, also known as the Islamic State of Syrian and Iraq, or just Islamic State. (ISIL, 

ISIS, or IS). This extremist Sunni terror group has taken control of parts of Syria, Iraq, Northeast 

Africa, Pakistan, and India. ISIS began to take control of parts of Syria in April of 2013 where they 

made vast military gains. Syrian rebels have worked hard to expel ISIS from their land but ISIS 

seeks to take further control of the region.  

Though many nations have tried to help in fixing the crisis in Syria, little has been 

accomplished. Syria’s strongest supporters are Russia, China, and Iran, and in regards to ISIS the 

US is abundant with military intervention. You will gather to help Syria reach a more prosperous 

state and it is through diplomacy and consideration of the values of our entire community that a 

strong resolution will come forward. It is critical that you take into account all aspects of the 

situation in Syria and remember why you have gathered – to create a resolution by the international 

community and to solve the crisis and protect innocent civilians.  

      



Paramilitaries in Latin America 

Latin American political history has been marked with a top-down approach when it comes 

to government. Latin America as a whole does not possess the democratic model of government 

that the United States and Western Europe enjoys, and has had a long history of powerful 

dictatorships, where one centralized power makes most decisions, if not all of them, such as Hugo 

Chávez of Venezuela or Augusto Pinochet of Chile. Political history in the region has also been 

marked by civil unrest with countless overthrows of these national governments and, or coup d’états 

as it is known in international theory. In past years, coup d’états in Latin America have occurred 

less and less while due to a new form of civilian-driven protection has emerged in the form of : the 

paramilitaries and the vigilantes that respond to them. Both are completely independent of 

government control at this time and have caused much tension and conflict with the government. 

Some of these paramilitaries groups are a response to the dangerous drug cartels which that 

have caused much distress and violence in Latin America. These drug cartels are dangerous as they 

have been known to brutally take down anyone- civilian and government forces or anyone who 

which stands in the way of their drug trafficking. This mindset by the drug cartels has led to civil 

war in Colombia and unrest in Mexico. In Mexico alone, the cartels have been responsible for 

killing over 60,000 people since 2006. They have even taken control of various cities including, but 

not limited to, Antunez, Apatzingan, and Ciudad Juarez, which borders the United States. At the 

same time, the vigilante groups are also seizing control of land. More specifically, the vigilantes 

have taken a large part of the Mexican state of Michoacán. In Michoacán specifically, a mayor in 

the city of Santa Ana Maya was killed for speaking out against the “Knight’s Templar” cartel. This 

is an example of the hostile behavior by these cartels, and the power over the local government they 

hold by in some towns. 

Paramilitary groups, and their correspondent vigilantes, are started by civilians who do not 

see their government as working. The paramilitary groups feel like they are living in a failed state 

and that the government is not doing anything, or not doing enough, to tackle critical issues that 

their nation is facing, such as drug cartels. A failed state is a term used in international relations to 

denote a situation where the government has little to no control over its own borders. Some of the 

civilians do not feel safe within their state, which also results can also lead to the formation of in a 

paramilitary group. Paramilitaries feel that it is their civic duty to protect citizens from guerillas, 

small groups independent of the government, which fight larger groups such as government forces, 



and have also been known to brutally attack citizens, especially when the guerillas are integrated 

into the drug trade. While the paramilitaries’ mission is to protect citizens from these leftist 

guerillas, many of the deaths from this conflict are caused by the paramilitaries themselves and, 

because of this, there is still a lot that needs to be done in regard to this issue.     

The presence of paramilitary groups in Latin American nations is an ongoing problem that 

many suffer from. These groups are dangerous, as many innocent civilians fall victim to the 

tensions and conflicts that occur between the paramilitaries and government, or the paramilitary 

vigilante groups and the drug cartels or guerilla groups. The root of all of these groups is in their 

lack of confidence in the established governments to protect its citizens. 

      

 

 


